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policy : generally speaking the relations between the two
countries were somewhat less strained. But an atmosphere
of real confidence between them could not arise for the
reasons referred to, and it was this confidence alone which
could have alleviated Germany's internal political diffi-
culties. Thus cause and effect were intermingled : foreign
policy was made more difficult by the internal situation and
home policy by foreign relations.
Bruning's Fall
In spite of all these difficulties Briining had kept his
position for two years. In May 1932 when his overthrow
had already been prepared by his opponents, the clouds
even began to lift a little. Bruiting himself had the impres-
sion that success was within his reach.
Through all the twenty-six difficult months of his govern-
ment he had always renounced personal popularity. Bear-
ing the brunt of personal slights and cheap demagogic
tactics, he had merely sought to carry through the measures
which were necessary in the interest of the community as
a whole, and to secure a real and gradual recovery. And
it was the sacrifice of his own popularity to the aim which
he had placed before him which finally caused his premature
downfall.
Briining's dismissal by Hindenburg happened so suddenly
that even the initiated could not fathom what had gone on
behind the scenes. It was to be traced back to this one
fact: that Hindenfrurg had been systematically incited,
against Briining by General von Schleicher, Herr von Papen
and the East Elbe Junkers.
The reasons were these. On the evidence of gravely
incriminating documents which had been placed before him
by Severing, the Prussian Minister of the Interior (a Social
Democrat), Bruning had banned the S.A. on the I4th April
1932. At that time German justice was already very
strongly under the influence of the National Socialists, and
the public prosecutor did not find the documents revealed
by Severing sufficiently incriminating to support proceed-